
Respect Nebraska Voters, Circulator Training - January 2026



As a volunteer, you’re part of this statewide movement!

Respect Nebraska Voters is collecting signatures to protect our 
right to propose and vote on laws that put hardworking 
families first and to ensure that when Nebraskans make a 
decision at the ballot box, state lawmakers respect it. 

We are bringing people together from throughout the state 
and across political differences to collect signatures, qualify for 
the November 2026 ballot, and win — making sure politicians 
respect what Nebraska voters decide and ensuring we keep 
our freedom to decide what’s right for our state, communities, 
and families in our hands.

Who We Are.



Winter 2024:  paid sick 
leave coalition partners 
began brainstorming 
potential initiatives for the 
2026 election.

Spring 2025: Ideas were 
narrowed down to key 
issues related to economic 
justice and democracy. 

Summer 2025: A policy 
workgroup of paid sick 
leave coalition members  
and other key partners 
develop policy.

December 2025 - June 2026
Signature collection. 

Total Goal: 130,000 total 
signatures and qualify in 40 
Nebraska Counties

January - July 2026
Storytelling 

Engagement of directly 
impacted folx and other 
advocates.

August - November 2026

Public education and voter 
engagement.

Phase 3: 
Campaign 

Phase 2: 
Qualification 

Phase 4: 
Get Out The Vote

Phase 5: 
Post-Election

Backgroun
d
& Timeline

Phase 1: 
Incubation

November 2026 - Onward

Implementation work (as 
needed).



During the 2025 

Legislative Session, 

lawmakers cut paid sick 

leave protections from 

over 140,000 workers - 

before the voter approved 

policy even had a chance 

to take effect.

The new state commission 
overseeing medical 

marijuana, is severely 
limiting patients’ access 

through burdensome new 
requirements.

Despite voters continuing 
to reject school vouchers, 

Governor Pillen voluntarily 
opted into the federal 

school voucher program. 

During the same session, lawmakers advanced a bill to limit annual increases to the state’s minimum wage - all but ensuring wages will fail to keep up with inflation.
They will take a final vote on this bill in 2026.

We’ve seen an increasing 

number of attacks on 

direct democracy in the 

states that have an 

initiative process.

In 2025 alone, we saw 

148 bills across the 

nation with the purpose 

of restricting ballot 

measures.

A GROWING TREND 
OF INTERFERENCE

Paid Sick Leave

Other Ballot 
Measures

Minimum Wage

National Trend of 
Hostility



“

RESPECT NEBRASKA VOTERS
 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
A) Change the number of state lawmakers required to 

overturn or alter initiatives voters have passed into 
law from two-thirds (33) of the state legislature to 
four-fifths (40).

B) Require the same four-fifths threshold to pass new 
laws affecting the initiative and referendum process, 
and places additional protections around the 
people’s ability to bring initiatives.

- Nebraska Advocate

Voters’ rights and the power 

of the people should not be 
surrendered. ”



Collecting Signatures
Who can circulate  a 
petition?

Anyone over the age of 18! 

Who can sign a petition?
Anyone registered to vote in 
the state of Nebraska!



DO:
● Use blue or black ink  pens only
● Start a new petition sheet for every 

different county  signers are registered 
to vote in.

● Read the object statement out load  
to every person that signs.

● Have signers write as legibly as possible 
AND fill out each box.

● If a signer makes a mistake, have them 
cross it out, write in their initials, and 
complete the next line.

● Carry the appropriate “PAID”  or 
“VOLUNTEER”  petitions

● Keep your petitions secure

DO NOT:
● Use colored ink pens 
● Leave your petition sheets unattended, or 

let people sign an unattended petition.
● Offer or give anything of value to a 

potential signer to get them to sign the 
petition.

● Complete the circulator affidavit until  
you are in front of a notary.

● Allow people to sign any name but their 
own. 

● Allow people to knowingly sign more 
than once. 

● Allow people to use ditto marks [“”] or 
abbreviations for names 



UPDATED INFO: 
DO NOT  complete 
ANY portion of the 
circulator affidavit 
until you are in front  
of a notary.



EXPRESS CLEAR 
SUPPORT

NEBRASKANS KNOW 
BEST

FREEDOM TO 
VOTE

KEY MESSAGES
Too many politicians 

think they know 
better than the 

people who elected 
them. But 

Nebraskans know 
what’s best for 

Nebraska.

We need to protect 
our freedom to 

vote on important 
issues facing our 

communities.

Nebraskans Know Best

Freedom to Vote

“We’ll be helping in the 

effort to collect signatures 

and encouraging people to 

vote for it next November.”

Express Clear Support

Real Examples

Nebraskans are tired of 
politicians ignoring the 
will of the people and 
undermining what 
we’ve already voted 
for. 



Safety Protocols 
Stay Safe in the Field 



Eligibility Requirements

*REMEMBER: You will 

need a valid form of 

ID  to vote!

● Be a United States citizen
● Live in the state of Nebraska and in the county 

where you are registering. If you move to another 
county, you must re-register.

● Must be at least 18 years old on or before the 
first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 
of 2026.

● Haven’t been found by a court to be mentally 
incompetent. 

● Haven’t been convicted of a felony. If you have 
completed your sentence, your civil rights have 
been restored. 

○ Find more information here: 
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections/felon-v
oting-rights

● You must re-register whenever you change:
○ Your name
○ Your address
○ Your political party affiliation 

● If your ID is expired  or your address does not match, it  
still valid for voting purposes

○ Nebraska State ID or Driver License 
○ Military ID 
○ U.S Passport 
○ Nebraska College ID
○ Tribal ID 
○ Patient records or IDs issued locally


